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Evanston Couple Practices Art of Re-invention: 
Alice George & Shawn Decker  

 
EVANSTON, IL (May 1, 2014) – Many 50-somethings try on new hobbies or 
skill-sets, but 30-year Evanston residents, Alice George and Shawn Decker, have 
taken their enthusiasm for new adventures to even greater lengths. On Friday, 
May 9, 5 – 8 p.m., the public is invited to share in the fruits of this Evanston 
couple’s reinvention, as Alice—best known as a poet—displays her visual art and 
Shawn—best known as a media and sound artist—pours samples of home-
brewed beer on at Open Studio/Open Mic/Open Tap, at King George Studio, 
1402.5 Greenleaf, in Evanston.   
 
Visual art, including mixed media paintings and collages by Alice, as well as 
sculptures and paintings by her studio mate Jill King, will be on display and for 
sale. An open mic at 7 pm will feature new work by Alice and writers from her 
continuing poetry workshop, taught in the studio space.   
 
Beer samples will be poured 5-7 p.m. by Sketchbook Brewing Company, 
Evanston’s first nanobrewery due to open late summer 2014, which features 
Shawn as co-owner and principal.  
 
In their former lives and day-jobs, Alice is a well-known local poet and author 
known for both her complex and rich writing and her lively teaching (adults and 
children).  She began creating visual art while earning her MFA at the School of 
the Art Institute more than 10 years ago—and has never looked back.  “I am 



 
utterly entranced by the adventure that happens whenever I walk into the studio.”  
 
Shawn Decker is an internationally known sound and media installation artist, 
and a professor at the School of The Art Institute of Chicago, but it’s his 
enthusiasm for home-brewing that brings him to his next adventure. Along with 
co-owner Cesar Marron, Shawn is in the process of launching Sketchbook 
Brewing Company.  Scaled super-small to stay nimble and responsive to its 
Evanston clientele, Sketchbook will open for tastings, growler fills and keg 
supplies to local restaurants and bars late summer/early fall of 2014. Customers 
will find Sketchbook in the alley behind 825 Chicago Avenue, Evanston.  
 
“It’s an exciting time,” said Decker. “We look forward to pouring at the ‘Open’ 
event, and hope many friends will come out to sample what this next chapter 
brings for all of us!”  
 
For more info visit:  
Alice’s website: http://www.artandwriting.alicegeorge.org/ 
Shawn’s website:  http://www.shawndecker.com/ 
Sketchbook’s website: http://www.sketchbookbrewing.com/ 
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CONTACT:  
Lori Keenan 
Smarthinking PR for Sketchbook Brewing Company 
Lori@SmarthinkingPR.com 
847/902-2905 


