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One year after launch of Kickstarter campaign 
Sketchbook Brewing  

Celebrates Growth & Hosts Tours  
 
EVANSTON, IL (April 13, 2015) – Evanston’s own Sketchbook Brewing Company is 
exceeding sales expectations while building a loyal following among local craft beer 
lovers.  Head brewers Cesar Marron and Shawn Decker will share brewing and 
business insights during Brewery Tours on Earth Day Wednesday, April 22 (7 pm) and 
Sunday, April 26 (4 pm).  The $10 fee includes an up-close-and-friendly tour at 
Sketchbook’s alley location (behind 825 Chicago Ave), free samples and a 12-oz. 
Belgian glass. RSVP at www.sketchbookbrewing.com.  
 
A year ago, Sketchbook Brewing Co. launched its Kickstarter campaign, which blew 
through an initial goal of $15K to raise $25K. These funds helped Sketchbook commit to 
green and sustainable practices, including recycling and recovering cooling water, 
composting all spent grains and more.   
 
Six months later, in October, Sketchbook began pouring beer to members of its CSB 
program (Community-Supported Brewery).  Almost 300 individuals showed their faith in 
Evanston’s first nanobrewery by becoming CSB members. Now, fresh from their first 
six-month membership roll-over, Sketchbook’s CSB has grown to include 350 members. 
The next window for membership enrollment will be later this fall. 
 
 “All across Evanston, our CSB members are enjoying our freshly brewed beer in their 
homes and at their parties. We are thrilled our adventure has paid off,” comments 
Shawn Decker, co-owner and brewer of Sketchbook Brewing. “We’re building a 
community who appreciates being able to taste beer just feet from where it’s brewed.” 
 
Other signs of success include: 
• Sales from walk-in customers is robust – non-members are very welcome. Between 

150 to 200 locals travel to Sketchbook’s unique alley location each week. Customers 
can take home 64 oz. ‘growlers’ or 32 oz. ‘howlers’. Sketchbook is open Thursday-
Sunday and pours limited free samples. 

• More than 15 restaurants now have Sketchbook beers (and cider) on tap, including 
Found, Boltwood, Farmhouse, Firehouse Grill, Bangers & Lace, Lucky Platter, and 
Ten-Mile House (Evanston) plus Candelite Pizza and Fountainhead (Chicago). 
 
http://www.sketchbookbrewing.com/  https://www.facebook.com/sketchbookbrewing 
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